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UNITED MEDICAL WORKERS EOLD COMEWE -

Trom 22 to 5 March 1949 the United Medical Vorkers Union met 1n Moscow.
Tus éslegnte3 heard roports eudmltted by % representatives of various medicsl C
enteryriser, The conferance also explained the Pavty 1line to-be followad by i

nediocal unions,

. 23 March Morning Sossion ’ ]

The delegates heard a report given by M. Sharipov, representative of .
the repuvlic camittes of the Profcssicnal Unicns USSE. He stated thut the
professicnal union organizations are aot doing emough to eliminate the :
varioue shortccmings of the Public Health Service. The unirication of hoapitals ?
and polyclinice has contrituted mvch toward improvieg the quality of medical
- &id svailable to the peoples of the USSR, but unfortunstely, only about 8o
: psrcent of the hospitals erd polyclinica in the USSR have been unifiod. Inm
many ‘places this reform has taken on a rather alarmingly bureaucratic aspect.

0f 126 egriculturel reglons only about 87 have organized special ald to
farm populations due to the fact that mos. of the.specialists who should be
asglgned to frrm medical units =r+ employed iu urbsn ar:as. The ropublic:
committee of the Professione® Un’cns had not directed tias attenlion of the
Ministry of Publis Health to this situation. Sheripov wes particularly
eritical of the Central Council of the "Medik"™ Soclely; 1te members have
the best of intentlions but thus f&r nothing has materialized from all their
talk.

The next roport was given by Ye. T. Zykova, chief of the sufgical section,
Zalinin Obiast Hosyitel who discussed the training given to students study-
ing to epeciamlize. She stressed the importance of the proufessional un.ons

S in education.
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. /B, D. Bol“shakov, chief aurgecn of the Onka¥sy fN
‘Sanatoriun reported rather disquietiﬂg' fad i
the ranke of agriculiural medical workers.

. this. on the akoulders of the Minlstry of Publ

;- Committee of the Professional Unicns, whioh
withholding vay and, has failed to provide PEOP
recreationsl facilitise, Certain looal soviets and. Pai

.t0) apprec*c‘ce the importance of the agricultural doct

L4, Panakushina, reprsasntative of the Krasnoyarsk. Kray.
+the Prof’esaimal Uniona reported on the rapid growth of public health- amlou
iin the kray during the postwar period. She proudly stated that in ths entirs
*urea stretching from thc foothills of the Sayen Range to far-off Igkrkm snd - v
Tura thers was not one unstaffed medical point; each regions) center has:at : -
least five c-mpetent syecislista. She elso mentiomed that unification of : DIRSEERIETI -
hospitais and polyclinics has been campleted Ju 42 raycas of the kray. She ' R -
comnended the oxcellent wovk dome by local Party organizations, but stated that : fg
* puch remained to bs done, particularly in thope regions whers scolalist {
‘gompetition is nct operative. i

: The next report was ty K. D. Getmanets, chief cf the Dobryanek Agricultural
Nedical Unit, Ol'snansk BRayon, Odessa Oblast. - Ha deacribed the recoustructlom
of the yudblic health services in the Ukraine. At preswn’ Dobryausk has a

| ‘#5.bed hospital, a dlapsnsary, and a phyeslotherapsutical and deatal depart- o o s

_ment. They are utilizing the "dlapensary methol" for treating malaria, e e :
cancer, and tuberculocis. Infectioue disoases are almost unknown i this
region and the audience wai assuiad that malaria would be completaly elimi-
nated i 1949.

Z, M. Buctnek, professor of the medical faculty, Riga Medical University,
stressed the importance of Communiem's struggla against capitalism,

- Aft.r thiz political speeck, P. Ye. Kulakov, representative of the prc- 5.
fessional committes, Kazan Medical Imetitute, reported on the status of 8
students at ths Institute. Ho criticlzed the Zuct that the Tsntiul Coxmitiee

‘»" of the Professional Unions failed to arpreciate the importance of zomprehensive 5
e training for young medical students. Iu addition, he ststed that thore were il
i no posts. 1it the Central Comnittes for instructors to rrov-lie for “eachlng 2

gtrisnts tae importance of the medical unicws in the medical profeasion. The

Kazan Institute is understaffed, has porraccomodations for studente,dand rseds
a student'c nclentifis ccuncil.

Many of the delegatus stressed the necessity for recomstructicn of the
therapeutic and prophylactic metwork, training of persopmel, und general
problems of ideclogical and political training. Many also expressed vincertainty

N cencernimv cptimun wethods by which profecsionas wnicng coald aid the work

= of the Public Health Service. Among those who criticized the operations of

taeir unions were O. P. Shauline, ropresantative of the Moscow Gtlest Committee

Yor Professional Unicne and A. I. Ibatova, representative of the Kezalkh
Republican Committes of Profescinmal Unious.

P. G. Demidov, director of the Administration of Health Rescrts Along the
Southern Shoree of Crimea, stressed the importence of the re-establishment
of all-Unicn canatorivms. He stated that ths operation of the amatorium
£ has been greatly hampered due tc exceseive division .f ~eaponsibilit
Consequently; there was a shortage of persomnel at seven sanatoriums and

the l2ading hoepita; 1n the region ie open only 6 - 7 menthd out of the year.

The roncaes ion of living quarters for mediesl persomnel is prog"essing,
very 31o and nnfortunately, the local Farty orgenizations totally . ‘1aregard
the proviex .
A
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o . N, Beletskiy ot the K:Lnutry of Fe
for improving the quality of wedical aid’
improvements had bheen made, Thare was & ngni
of workiaye lost due to infectious dladases,’
reduced.  In additicn, groat progress was mule t
such disesges mas diphatheria, scarlet fever, and whok
500 surgecns, 900 chstetriciana mné gynecologlots, 'aud’
had been assigned to medicsl units in agrioultural o

Miristry of Public Health USSR. (n the other side of the 16dger AN
no Tesson for the high mortality rate at ihe Oriov Hospitsl, or tho m o
quality of trwmotological aié in Hemerovo (Rlast. R . ‘ C

‘ Tha high lavel of praeont-day medical sclence, the potmtia.l exoellencs
of ‘the medical netwaork and the large numbers of medical students, if utilized
‘properly, should certainly sliminate completely parasitic typhus, malsrile,
btrucellosis, golter, trachoma, diphtheria, gastrointestinal disesses, and
©lower the tubarculceis death- rate. He commented on the notewcethy achleve- . 2
‘ments of REyazan (blast in this directicn. HNe warmed, however, that the hoped-for J B
. “'results cempot be obtuined by the work of any siuglo public haalth organizetion i
hrt rather through the sooperaticn of soviet and Party organizaticas, tha
poogle themaelves; and above all the professicmsl unions.

. Amomg otbers who re&d their reports during the morning sessiop were
T A L Gal'perin, ‘chief surgeon, Ivanovc Tuberculosis Diaprusary; V. 4.
lhl:g.m, ruprosen‘.ative of the republic ccumittes for Professicnal Unions,
Moldavian SSK; K. N, Cherepnin; chief, Chair of Surgery, Tomak Msdloal
Tastitute; F. X. Dumitruk, representative of the Cher=ovits ¢blast Maternity
Service; L. D. Shtaynberg, Vorcauezh; and F. A. Teaturyan, representative
of the republic committes ot Professionel Unions, Medical Workers of Armenia.

23 March Evening Sessicn

G. I. Govaria, represcntative of the Irkutak Oblasv Committee of the
Medical Unima opened the evening session with & report of .chievewents of
madical workere in 1948, Il memticmed the fact that there was ccmsiderable
improvement in modical ald duw 1o the unification of hospitele ar? polyciinice, wvub
he criticized the Miniatry of lvblic Healtb USSR and the RE¥ER for
peglacting to pay very much attentiur to M:x‘ea.xul.x:ningy or encouraging inventive
ahility. Many reu inveations ere adopted too sluvly. For example, & ivcent at
the Irkutsk Medical Tmstiiuie invented a pisce of equipment for administer-
ing iocal snestheaia. Al)l tests showed the value of this apparatus; however,
i1 vas some 2 years later before 1t was acceptecd in general practice.

V. Yu. Akhunov, representative of the Azerbayizhan Republic: Committes, -
noted that frequently workers of profersional unione attempt to do tae
work of che public hewit™ asrvics crganizations. Thie cmiy tended to
decrome~ the c¢uality of wmedicei aid and hampered proper functioning of : )
both organtzations. ’

K. V. Shaposhnikova, representative of ths Tractcr Factory Regiom,
Stalingrad Public Health Department, discussed the unificatien of hespitals
o and polyclinice. She rsocommended that improved medical service be made
availablet the workers in the surrounding factories but urged the authorization
of higher pay for the chief surgeons of unified medicai enterprises. Thia .
13 & problem that can be solved by the action of the Central Cammittee of the
Professional Unimons .

K. S, Stepanov, chief of the Rest Homes ardl Sanatoriums Administration,
Central Comrittee o Professtonal Unioms, ncted some seriocus shortcomings
of the adminiscrstioa.

z .
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‘ "The next speaker, Ya. M. Kasymov, repres
committee of the Turkmen SSR, praimed the wirk a«m.
.aBaistants, and nurses in his republic. They ¢

“ihe numercus eartnquake disastsrs and srs’ emm{.}g'
the. quality of medical service. ’l‘he nnﬂ‘ieuti'

diacussod tho meagures adopted in that republic for 1de
politica,l training of medical persimmel.

“Ee was Yollowed by A. E. Krutkina;, shief surgecn of the TIW Obh:t N .
Eye Hospital, who commented on the shortcomings of the hblio Health : L %
Servios in her ¢blast, She claimed that this was dus rimscily to a severe : A ‘ 4
ahortage of maﬁieul poracmnel, N R R T A

EREE O Smirov, Miniater of Public Health UBER, mede the closing .
spaech for the evening session. He oredited the Party organizations, the : j
public health departuents, and the professional unions of medical workers, &

‘. for the high lsvel of rsdical servics avallsble to the peoples of the
USSR, but puirted cut where improvements could be made: many medical
enterprisss are too smsll, partiiularly polycliniocs and dispensaries
staffed by omly two to four doectoras, ehkd hospitals which bave less than 50
beds. Many isolated medical pointa have at best ome doctér amd oms ouree,
lack medicines and have almost no equipment at ali. Theae azall uniie :
miet be replaced in the mear future by ocmaoclidating as msny ¢f them as S
pogsible into convenient central locatiows. A survey taken in 1947 aghowed ;
that only mbout a third of the agricultural ccmmunitiea had surg-ons. The )
.. situation wae even worae in the matter of certain spsclaiists, a.g., ophtal-
S mologists, otorhinolaryngologlets, and venercalists. It 1a 1mpossi‘blo to
T heve & smooth functioning public health service without having a full
comploment of speviallets. In the past 5 - 6 years there has been a program
for ths specielizetior of doctors. So far, some 70,000 have availed themsslves
B of this service, but whers are they?

It appesre that many of them after taking this spacializaticn course
enter gemeral practi.e imstead of practicing thel specialily.

Thers must be rapid complestion of the unificaticn program; improvement
of the organization of rural regiumal hcoepiteiu, standardization of equinv-
meat for various medical ecterprides, study of the duties of the public
health service departments, particularly in the agricultural regions. Mors
attention miet be paid fo the role of senior hcapltal surgeons 'n the
general program for improving the quality of sducation afforded young
medicel studonta.

24 March Morning Sessiaon

N The first report was made by A. D. Sopova, repvresentative of the
" Khabarovek Kray Committee of Professional Unlons, who criticized the
’ Central Committee or the Profssamional Unions for their lack of interest in
. the Far Eastern regions. 5She said tlLat there had baen repeated withholding of
pay and favoritism shown by the administrative organizations and medical
enterprises. -

’

L. L. Vasyakova, representative of the oblast committee, Chuvask ASSR,
reported that the Central Committee of ithe Profeseional Unions was not functlon-
ing vroperly. Apparently, there is absolutely no 'iaiscn between the Csntral
Committee, the Ministry of Public Health RSP, and regicnal and local committees A
of professicnal unicna. i

“ b
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\ ‘ expresged in Ye. I. Smirnov's report. Ske: ciained that _‘
‘defsots noted in certain of the theupsutio and’ PI'W

v. Yu Shiapoberskiy, a Moacow professor gwe wh ink ehting v
‘which he analyzed the act:wity of various scieitifis Asouciol 5 mw W

participate in the activities of the Masemv Oblust CM%M”
Umom He commended the gensral over-all functioning of,,tms wminti&.

e ‘ T A, Insarov; Minister of Publis Health Belorussian SHR, repartad ™
the progress of the reconstrustion of.therapeutic and mruph.yhctic enter-

S prises end the elimination of medlco-sanitation conseéqiiensssd of ‘the R |

var and oscupaticn. In gemersl, 87 percent of municipal hospital bad CA
accomodations kad been restored. Progress in Tural areas, however, has . o |
exceeded that of urban by 27 percent. Mnch has beemn dme to decresss the . ) J/ o

 numbex of patients sufferidg from infections dilseacea; nevortheless, auch ;
" 'remmins to be done. The most importent tasak is the &olutlion of various ' '
" problums brought about by the unificstion of hospitels and polyclinies.

‘The services offered by regimmal hoepitals mist te improrsd bty making

specialired aid available to agricultural communities. Unfortunately, the

professicnal unicn crgrmizatim have not donc as muoh as thoy mght L Y ‘

v. I. Dmitriyeva., re’oreaentative of the Gor'kiy Oblast Comittee for
Professimal Unions, criticized the narrow-minded attitude of the varicis
professional viilon organizations and public health sexvice organizaticns 1n
her oblast.

Ye. X. Eiktenko, represzentative of VTaSPS, reported that the profeseicnal
' unions of medical workere had accomplished a great deal, particularly n

e cooperating with the Miniatry of Public Heelth in iue unifleaticm ‘of
hospital and poiyelinic. However, he suggeated that these unions give mcre
help to local commiktees.

L. I. Medved', Minister of Public Health Ukrainlan SSR, described in
alowing terma the acaievemsnte of medical workers of the republif‘ in rapidly
1egtaring ths medical network that was almost completely destroyed by the
Hitlerite hordes. The medical organization in the Ukraine was completely
rebuilt. In this program, Party and soviet orgzanizations cooperated very "e
well. Five new rayon hospitals in Kiev, 3 in Odessa, 3> in Nikolayev and .
about 100 other hospitals throughout the republic were put into dperation. Fe K
urged the Central Committee of Professional Uaions and the newspaper Meditsinskiy "
Rabotnik te conduct an investigation to determine which organizations and -
agenc;ed sre %u nesd of imprcvement and recommend methods for implementation. -

Other representatives who read reportc at this sesslon were: Z.G.
ryaznove, secretary, republic committee of Professicnal Unicns Ukrairian
SSR; T. P. Kositsyna, Omsk; N. A. Petrichenko, chief, HMain Apothecary Administira-
ticm, Ministry of Public Health RSFSR; Yu. Z. Dzhurayev, representative,
Tadzhik Republic Committee of Prof essicmal Unions; M. D. Sumenkova, chief,
cultural asection, Central Committee of Profesaione.l Unionse; V. K. Suprunov,
professor, Kuban Medical Inetitute, and Deputy to the Supreme Soviet USSR;
and G. V. Kashintsev, representative, river tasin ccmmittes. Upper Volga
Shipping Enterprises.

M. ¥. I1'in closad the session with his report.

~-END -
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